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Why does child poverty still exists in the welfare state?
1. The amendments of the welfare state

The welfare state could be subscribed as a way of living together for some rich industrialized countries, where several basic rights of the citizens will be secured. Especially for one’s material wellbeing and for improving chances for self development, the rights are subscribed in a legal framework. 

With this definition of the welfare state the European Union distinguishes three different types of welfare states. These are based on the classic work of Deen Gosta Esping-Anderson, The three worlds of welfare capitalism. In a hole of capitalistic welfare state distinguishes three types which will be explained.

- Liberal welfare state

The market here is dominant. Facilities of this welfare state are often from a second nature. This was after research of the meaning of living. Private insurances are playing an important role. Problems of the labor market are solved by the creation of a big amount of low paid jobs. The role of the social partners in decision making and execution is very limited. Switzerland uses this system.

- Conservative-corporatist system: 

This type has got a developed social secure system per labor category, based on the labor market position. So this is not based on the national solidarity. The social differences between jobs and the family conditions still exist. This state works with consensus where the social partners are institutional involved. Germany, France, Austria, Italia are using this system.

- The social democratic type: 

This type has got universal social facilities with a high percentage independency of the market and the family. It also goes together with income protection and active policy for the labor participation. The welfare state itself is first of all an institution that employs people (guarantee for total work opportunities). Secondly the state itself gives allowance to people. This allowance has got her basis for all the citizens and has got high individual allowance rights. These rights are there to reach a high life standard. They are financed by general taxes. The financial life of this system makes clear that reaching the needs will be as small as possible. This only works if many people are at work and only a few people are using the allowances. Universal and high allowances are resulting in more equal incomes. Denmark, Sweden, Norway and the Netherlands (partly) are using this system.

2. Why child poverty still exists in the welfare state?

Regarding these different types of welfare states, the common thing they have is that they were build up against poverty. Despite decades of massive anti-poverty spending in the welfare states, poverty is still with us. During the discussion groups there was one remark about the discussion that kept coming back. The questions "Is the one welfare state better than the other one?" and "Why shouldn't the social-democratic welfare system of Sweden work in the south of Europe?" We concluded that the answers are difficult to find because of the fact that each type of welfare system is adapted to the problems each country have or had. In fact, all countries have different problems, so although the Netherlands and Belgium enjoy quit the same welfare state type and social policy, we do not may forget that the differences between the social policies are there and that they are important.

But to answer the main question of this chapter, there can be some critics given for the reason why the welfare state fails regarding this subject. Some of those are shortages concerning de social efficiency, the bureaucratic organisation form of the welfare state and its hard steering ability. Moreover the traditional welfare state is confronted with new problems which was caused by: severe changes in the structure of the population (such as ageing, one-parent families and two-income families), a change of mentality (new values and the trend of individualism) and in the quality of life (infestation of the environment). But nevertheless the construction of the welfare state in the years of 1950 and 1975 is probably one of the most thorough realisations in the history of humanity.

A specific mechanism concerning the failure of the welfare state regarding child poverty is called: The Mattheuseffect. This effect is originally from Robert K. Merton. He was the first who introduced this phenomenon. The Mattheuseffect explains originally the phenomenon that advantages and disadvantages are, in an increasing amount, spread unequal among a group of persons. Those who are in a better position can give something more easily with the consequence that they can get something more easier back. For those who are in a worse position it is more difficult to give something with the consequence that they won’t receive something quickly whereas those who are in a worse position really needs it to receive something.

Adapted to the subject, Deleeck explains the phenomenon based on a paradox. Despite a very high level of social expenses, there is still a considerable number of families in poverty and those who live in an insecurity of life, whereas de social-cultural inequalities for education, diseases persist. Some redistribution mechanisms of the welfare state cause the effect that higher social groups benefit more from the advantages of social policy than the lower social groups do. For example families from higher social groups receive more child benefits and more education money in contrast with the lower social groups because the families of the first ones let their children study longer at school. And because higher degraded people live longer than lower degraded people, they benefit longer of their (higher) pensions.

3. Education to reduce child poverty

Education is an important fact in order to reduce the children poverty’s rate in Europe. By giving a better access to elementary school, we allow to give a certain guarantee to the children’s future’s life. They would have better chances to find a work with good conditions and reduce their chances of unemployment. When we improve the education’s level, we make a preventive measure, instead of the active labor market policies, by example, which are compensatory measures. In a society based on work, it is important for everyone to have the possibility to get a formation, and to be able to take part of the labor market, and then in the whole society.

To offer a quality kindergarten, we allow detecting some eventual problem (negligence, bad family/life condition, child abusing) around the child as early as possible. Furthermore the kindergarten gives also the possibility to the children to socialize themselves and began to create their social capital early.

For the poor children, to have the possibility to go to school, give them the opportunity to integrate themselves in their new living place (for the migrant children, by example).

	Country
	Obligatory School
	Kindergarten:

Charged by income?
	Elementary, free?
	High school free? 
	University, free?
	Separate classes?
	After school day care?

	Sweden
	16
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Switzerland
	16
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	No

	Greece
	16/ 18
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	Bulgaria
	15/ 16
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes

	Belgium
	16/ 18
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	Yes

	Netherlands
	16/ 18
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	Portugal
	16
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes


To prevent school drop-outs, many of the school systems have obligatory school until a certain age. This means that if a student drops out of school before that certain age, he or she can be forced back to school. Having obligatory schools, can reduce some of the drop-outs because if you don’t have this obligated it can lead to early drop-outs which often leads to social exclusion and persistent poverty. If we compare the countries above, we can see that Portugal has a problem with school drop-outs, with about 37 % of students quitting school before the age of 16 (the basic education). Many of them get low-skilled jobs, for example jobs in restaurants, cleaners or clothes sellers etc. 

It is also important to give students who drop-out of basic school before the age of 16 a chance to get your degree on a later age. In many of the countries you can get a second chance to take your basic degree. In Belgium they have a program called “second chance education”. This program is for people who are older than 18 and who dropped out of school. These adults get a second chance in a school where the adults are surrounded by people who are in the same situation. It is a successful program and it is a good initiative to help people to climb up the social ladder. This way of getting a second chance to take a degree exists in all of the countries, but in different ways. 

When a school is free of charge, there will be less change of stopping continuing school because you cannot pay the fees. By having free schools we give all children, no matter what their parents income is, an opportunity to study and getting a degree. So the change that more people will have a degree will be higher than when you charge a high amount of money for being at school. 
Intervention propositions

1. Kindergarten free (or cheap)
This financial aid gives the opportunity to the children to socialize early. It allows as well the families in precariousness to work at full time.

2. Additional support for children who need help 

It is better to provide the integration of the children with learning difficulties in the regular classes, instead of separate them in special classes. But these children need an additional support and activities adapted to them.

3. After school care (elementary level)
This measure has to be based on the school and be very cheap. It gives the opportunity to the children to have support for their homework and for the parents to work at full time.

4. Homogeneity in the elementary school

It is better to mix all the children in a unique level and not to separate them in different levels. In that case, they can share the resources of each other.

5. More apprenticeship places

We have to create more practical formations in the labor market for the youth who does not want to do high studies.

6. Free high school and subsidize University

This measure could give motivation to study well, to the youth who are coming from lower income families.

7. Less pupils in each classes (or more teachers)

If the classes are smaller, everyone can have the attention and the help that he needs.

8. Improve the access of the school services

By example: social services, psychological and medical support.

9. Parental guidance

In that case, the parents can know better how to raise their children and what their needs are. We can also provide language lessons for the parents.

10. Social marketing

This measure can show to the population the importance of the education of the children.

Conclusion
Education is very important to reduce child poverty, so all the government should make an effort to improve the quality of their schools. Many other changes we had suggested might be expensive for the countries to develop. However it is a long term investment that the government will get profit for in the future, since they are not only investing money on the education but also on social capital to get a higher life standard. 

4. Youth health description of the term with emphasis in psychosomatic problems that girls face

When it comes to discuss the topic of youth health, we should first give the definition of the term so as to avoid any misunderstanding. Youth health is the range of approaches to preventing, detecting or treating young people’s health and well being. (WHO, 2001) It is necessary, before getting involved with the topic, to have a general look in the aspects of it, in order to define the term better. From a first point of view, the leading health related problems in the age group 12 – 24 years are (AIHW, 2007): a) accidents and injuries both unintentional and self-injury, b) mental health problems including depression and suicide, c) behavioral problems including substance abuse, d) sexual health / infectious diseases, e) nutrition and physical activity, g) chronic illness, h) physical and sexual assault, i) youth homelessness, k) young parents. Getting in relation with the problems, the factors that influence youth health have to do with environment, community’s capacity and socio-economic status. (AIHW, 2007)

The sure thing is that a lot need to be done in order to improve youth health and promote prevention to illness, psychosomatic and mental health problems. The start point may be difficult but if there is existence of well structured policies, it would be much easier to deal with problems that already exist. The issue of differences is the skeleton of youth health and its origins can be found with a flashback, in the past.
From a long time ago, it is widely known that differences between men and women turned from a biological level to a social, one. Man was and continues to be considered as the strongest of the two, the one who should take control and earns money, while woman has to be the caring and sensitive mother, who expresses herself, talks about her emotions, tries to find solutions and does not have a problem to ask for help or support either from a psychologist or a social worker, when she comes in need.
Except from all these, most of the guys in the framework of not accepting their “feminine” side, every time they have a problem, they are just letting it go, while for most of the women, of course there are exceptions, thinking and rethinking situations, feelings, solution is something they do on a daily basis.

So, in order to understand the reasons why girls have more psychosomatic syndromes, we should give an answer that doesn’t have only to do with one dimension of the problem, but one that covers the question as a whole. Based on the previous reality and the role models that this has created, we can firmly say that everything began from the societies. From a behavior to a school of thoughts, society seems to play an important role not only to the question being discussed here, but also to youth health in general. Even, it has to do with getting somebody’s attention or believing that all of one’s problems have to do with the cause’s transfer of something internal to something external, the things that pass from one generation to other can be used as the solution.    

Well, this may sound like cognitive therapy but it is not actually and that is because before getting there a lot need to be done. A good start though is to let yourself being expressed no matter what the cost may be and also, to be ready to doubt the reality you live in or this one you have constructed. Besides, people say that from the moment the change begins you are a step closer to the end of it. The only question that remains has to do with Sigmund’s Freud statement. After all, civilization is or not a source of misery?  

5. Social marketing
To have a better understanding of what social marketing is, first of all we need to define the concept. Therefore, according to Kotler and Zaltman (1971) social marketing is an “application of commercial marketing to the solutions of social and health problems”. We can also board this theme as a “systematic application of marketing along with other concepts and techniques to achieve specific behavioral goals for a social good. Although 'social marketing' sometimes is defined as it only uses standard commercial marketing practices to achieve non-commercial goals, this definition is an over-simplification”. One of the main aims of social marketing is the approach of 'social good', while in 'commercial marketing' the aim is primarily 'financial'. This doesn’t mean that commercial marketers cannot contribute to achievement “social good” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_marketing). When we compare this two different definition we could conclude that social marketing is used to attain a change in people’s behavior with a specific strategy.  

After that, we focus our attention on the main experiences, related with the social marketing in Portugal, Greece, Bulgaria, Switzerland, Sweden, the Netherlands and Belgium. The majority of these countries use common themes as campaigns to prevent drugs additions, cancer, tobacco, overweight, HIV, car accidents and to motivate people to give blood. It’s important to emphasize the fact that all these countries think about this kind of problems in different ways, because each of them has their dissimilar realities which results in different approaches of the campaigns. 

During the discussion groups we searched for several social problems where social marketing could be used to change people’s behavior among these problems.  

The themes we stressed are preventing AIDS/HIV, integration of migrants and child abuse. 

In the beginning of the 21 century the problem with HIV became one of the most important questions for humanity. To solve this problem we could use the medium television for advertising the prevention of HIV. We should make more campaigns against HIV and inform people how to protect themselves of HIV. We think that those campaigns should reach young people. Some of them don’t how to prevent themselves, but another part of them do not want to use condoms.

Than if we want to reduce the number of child abuse we must make this problem widely known. It is necessary to specify the target group that abuse children and to specify the group of abused children themselves. In fact we could only hope that the number would decrease because this problem is very difficult to be solved permanently. Another point is that the increasing number of abused children is in some way due to the fact that in some catholic states women don’t get the opportunity to abort but, women could decide to bring up her child not to give it in home for abuse children. 

For the question about the integration of immigrants, people must be more tolerant. In a lot of countries people perceive immigrants like people who are less worthy than themselves. We think that the natives exclude them because they are different and the natives do not understand their values and norms.  For that purpose we could build up, with help of NGO’s and national governments, several programs to put the norms and values of the immigrants more under attention. Every state could make a national effective program in this sphere. We could use the positive discrimination to integrate migrants. 







